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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is taken in response to Applicants 1 Appeal Brief filed on 
December 5, 2005 regarding application 09/928,881 filed on August 13, 2001. 

2. Claims 1-24 are pending in the application under consideration. 

3. Response to Appeal Brief 
Applicants' appeal brief has been fully and carefully considered. 

In response, all claim rejections under 35 U.S.C 102 (b) based on Reiter et al. 
(US 5,752,243) have been withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claims 1-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

6. As to independent claim 1 , it first recites the limitation of "retrieving from said 
persistent storage a second list comprising second reference to blocks, whereby said 
blocks contain an object description ." 

The wording of this limitation suggests that there is only one object description 
for said blocks . However, other portions of the disclosure seem to indicate that there is 
an object description associated every block. For instance, independent claim 14 recites 
"creating an object description for an object by saving values owned by the object of the 
variables belonging to its class into said allocated block." The Specification of the 
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disclosure also mentions this aspect. Thus, the examiner adopts the interpretation of 
" an object description is associated with every block . " 

Second, claim 1 also recites the following limitation: 
"creating an object in said the volatile memory using said the object description 
from said segment and saving a new address of said the created object in said the 
second list in volatile memory;" 

Since a segment contains a plurality of blocks (as the disclosure indicates that a 
block is a portion of a segment), and because it has been established earlier that there 
is an object description associated with each block, therefore there are a plurality of 
object descriptions associated with a segment. The limitation states "using said object 
description from said segment to create an object," but it is not clear as to which object 
description (there are a plurality of object descriptions in a segment because there are a 
plurality of blocks, each has its own object description, in a segment) from the segment 
that would be used to create an object. Clarification is required. 

Third, claim 1 further recites the following limitation: 
"initializing said new object with values taken from said the object description;" 

The element "said new object" lacks antecedent basis. Up to this point, claim 1 
has recited "segments," "blocks," "a first list, "a second list," and "said created object," 
but is silent regarding "new object." Are "said created object" and "said new object" the 
same entity, or different entities? If they are different entities, what is this "said new 
object?" Clarification is required. 

Forth, claim 1 recites yet another limitation: 
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"determining said the new addresses of said new object referenced by the newly- 
created object and setting said new address as the reference in said new object ." 

The element "said new object" lacks antecedent basis, as explained above. 
Further, this limitation states "determining said the new addresses of said new object 
referenced by the newly-created object." Are "said new object" and "said new object" 
the same entity, or different entities? If they are the same entity, how can the same 
entity referenced by itself as recited in the claim. If they are different entities, what is this 
"said new object?" Clarification is required. 

Claims 2-13 are rejected by virtue of their dependency from claim 1 . 
7. As to independent claim 14, which recites the limitation of 
" creating an object description for an object by saving values owned by the object of the 
variables belonging to its class into said the allocated block; 

adding a new element to said the second list containing the particular reference to said 
object description : 

determining the address of another object description of another object referenced in 
said object; 

setting the address of said respective object description as the reference in the created 
object description;" 

First, the term " the particular reference to said object description" lacks 
antecedent basis. 
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Second, the sequence of the operations described in this claim indicates that the 
object description is newly created , yet the second list already contains the particular 
reference to said object description. Clarification is required. 

Third, the sequence of the operations described in this claim recites "determining 
the address of another object description of another object referenced in said object;" 
but is silent regarding the address of " the newly created object description ." Thus, the 
subsequent reciting of "setting the address of said respective object description " lacks 
antecedent basis, as only the address of another object description has been 
established, and not the address of the newly created object description . Clarification is 
required. 

Claims 15-23 are rejected by virtue of their dependency from claim 14. 
8. As to independent claim 24, which recites the limitation of 
" creating an object description for an object by saving values owned by the object of the 
variables belonging to its class into said the allocated block; 

adding a new element to said the second list containing the particular reference to said 
object description : 

determining the address of another object description of another object referenced in 
said object; 

setting the address of said respective object description as the reference in the created 
object description;" 

First, the term " the particular reference to said object description" lacks 
antecedent basis. 



Application/Control Number: 09/928,881 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2186 

Second, the sequence of the operations described in this claim indicates that the 
object description is newly created , yet the second list already contains the particular 
reference to said object description. Clarification is required. 

Third, the sequence of the operations described in this claim recites "determining 
the address of another object description of another object referenced in said object;" 
but is silent regarding the address of " the newly created object description ." Thus, the 
subsequent reciting of "setting the address of said respective object description " lacks 
antecedent basis, as only the address of another object description has been 
established, and not the address of the newly created object description . Clarification is 
required. 

The merits of patentability of claims 1-24 are not further analyzed in this Office 
Action, pending clarifications from Applicants. 

Conclusion 

9. Claims 1-24 are rejected as explained above. 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sheng-Jen Tsai whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4244. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 - 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Matthew Kim can be reached on 571-272-4182. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Examiner 
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